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Eleven local adoptions highlight Adoption Day 

By Sue Lounds  
Editor 

ST. JOHNS — Four area families had some very special reasons to be thankful 
this Thanksgiving. The families finalized the adoption of 11 children as 
part of Clinton County’s third annual participation in Michigan Adoption Day 
Nov. 21. 

Judge Lisa Sullivan of Clinton County Family Court presided over the special 
adoption ceremony, as she has done each Adoption Day. Before beginning the 
finalizations, Sullivan shared some thoughts with the large crowd gathered 
for the celebration. 
 
“There is a quotation in today’s program that says ‘There is always one 
moment in childhood when the door opens and lets the future in.’” Sullivan 
said. “Today is that moment for these children.” 
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Sullivan said Adoption Day is about the new families and the security and 
permanence they give to the children, but she said it is more too. 
 
“It’s about showing you the families that have taken the steps to open their 
homes, their lives, their hearts to these children,” Sullivan said to the 
large crowd gathered in the Board of Commissioners room at the Clinton 
County Courthouse. 
 
Bev and Joe Travis adopted Sara Rose, bringing their family to seven — two 
adults, five children plus another foster daughter. The Travises have been 
foster parents for about five years. They have now adopted three of their 
children, and those three were all their foster children first. 
 
“One of my hopes for today is to bring new awareness of the need for foster 
care,” Sullivan said. “So often we hear the exception stories, not the 
stories of all the wonderful foster families who give security and love to 
our foster children.” 
 
One couple opened their hearts to twin girls, who join a big brother, to 
make a big happy family of five. They asked that their names and pictures 
not be published, but they to shared the special event with those in 
attendance Nov. 21. 
 
“This is what God had planned for us,” said the new mother of three. 
Kierstin became a full-fledged member of the Litwiller family Nov. 21. 
 
The bubbly little red-head joins sisters Kayla and Kylie, brother Karson and 
parents Kevin and Jamie. Her adoption was a step-child adoption, another 
form of adoption. 
 
The final family of the afternoon was also the largest. Mary Pino and her 
daughter Annie quadrupled the size of their family. Mary officially adopted 
a young woman who has been part of her life, as a foster child, for many 
years. 
 
“I can only hope that the foster care I provided, and that a couple of other 
families gave her, gave Tawny some of her childhood back,” said Pino. 
“I’ve waited forever for this,” said Tawny. 
 
Pino also adopted six children, all from one family. David, Anna, Juan, 
Addison, Cristian and Adora are now officially part of one large family. 

 

  

 
(Photo by Sue Lounds | LCN) 
Kierstin Litwiller (front, right) became an official Litwiller 
during Adoption Day Nov. 21. She joins parents Kent and 
Jamie, sisters Kayla and Kylie and brother Karson. Judge 
Lisa Sullivan congratulated the entire family on the 
adoption. 
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Each adoption was greeted by applause from the supporters in attendance. 
Judge Sullivan acknowledged the audience and the role they played in the 
adoptions. 
 
“You didn’t come here alone,” Sullivan said to the adopting parents. “You 
brought your support network.” 
 
Sullivan also acknowledged the biological parents of the children. Some of 
them made the voluntary decision to “give their children up” for adoption. 
 
“I think that phrase ‘give them up’ is a misnomer,” Sullivan said. “Those 
parents made plans for their children. They knew they can’t provide for 
their children. The unselfishness involved in that decision should be 
acknowledged.” 
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