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MDHHS policy (PSM 713-1)
states that safety plans
must:

I_ Include both formal and informal supports and services —l

I_ Be developed with input from the family —l

I_ Address immediate safety concerns —l
Be realistic, achievable, and clearly understood by the

| famil |
Specify roles and expectations of the individuals involved

| in the plan I
Be modified as situations change and other safety

| concerns arise I

I_ Build on the strengths of the caregiver —l
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Common Mistakes:
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CASE
EXAMPLES
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Proactive:
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Reactive:
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Review where phones are kept ‘
Quickest point of exit in the home ‘
Discuss people in the neighborhood they know

and trust and could ask for assistance from ‘
Discuss who they could call if they needed help ‘
Review what it looks like when mom and dad are

upset and about to get into an argument or fight ‘
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Proactive:
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Reactive:
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Proactive:
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Reactive:
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Proactive:
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Reactive:
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Proactive:
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If there is going to be contact
between mom, dad, and the child
then grandma, mom, and dad
agree that all contact must be
supervised. They agree that there
cannot be unsupervised contact
for any reason or any length of
time.

Reactive:

37

TEMPORARY VOLUNTARY ARRANGEMENT
Michigan Department of Health and Human Services

MDHHS believes that parents and families have the right and ability to make decisions that are best for
their children and families, even during crisis_ It is the role of child welfare services to support families in
whatever way helpful to promote safety and prevent family separation. Caseworkers may nof restrict a
parent's physical custody of their child without a court order. Parents always retain full legal responsibility,
including decision-making, physical care, and access to their child during this amangement. Caseworkers
must not direct the parent as to what the arrangement should be; and may not limit or direct the physical
access of the parent to their child o the child ta their parent(s)

has arranged for

Parent's/Parents’ Mame(s) Child"s/Children’s Name(s)
to stay with at
CaregiversiCaregivers’ Name(s) Caregivers address
until Or until the parent decides to discontinue this arrangement
Date

This is a voluntary, not legal, safety arrangement initiated by the parent(s) and the parent(s) may
discontinue or change it any time. The parent should contact the caseworker prior to discontinuing or
changing the arrangement. The caseworker will help parents keep their children safe by providing the
family with help accessing and localing any needed goods and services and providing referrals fo
prevention and support services.

Parent(s) Signature Dale

CPS Worker Name and Contact Information

The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services will not exclude from parficipation in, deny
benefits of, or discriminate against any individual or group because of race, sex, religion, age, national
origin, color, height, weight, marital status, gender identification or expression, sexual orientation, parfisan
considerations, or a disability or genetic information that is unrelated to the persen’s eligibility.
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CHILD ABUSE & NEGLECT

This Training is brought to you by the Governor’s Task Force on Child Abuse and
Neglect and the State Court Administrative Office’s Child Welfare Services
For further training inquiries please contact:
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