




















C. COSTS

The Board requests nominal costs in the amount of $40.00 under MCR 2.625(A) and (F), 

as well as MCL 600.2591 (which relates specifically to frivolous-action sanctions). The Court 

declines to award costs to the Board. Plaintiffs arguments were innovative, his brief was 

extremely well written, and his arguments raise issues of important public interest. Although 

plaintiff ultimately does not prevail, his claims were not frivolous. And the Board presents no 

other basis to depart from the American rule for attorney fees. See Haliw v Sterling Heights, 471 

Mich 700, 707; 691 NW2d 753 (2005) ("Under the American rule, attorney fees generally are not 

recoverable from the losing party as costs in the absence of an exception set forth in a statute or 

court rule expressly authorizing such an award."). 

III. CONCLUSION

For the reasons discussed, defendant's motion for summary disposition is GRANTED, but 

defendant's request for taxable costs is DENIED. Plaintiffs motion to amend the complaint is 

GRANTED. 

This is a final order that resolves the final claim and closes the case. 

Date: January 25, 2023 
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