




2. Judicial Expertise. Each judge listed in Addendum 1 may attend New Judge
Orientation as well as continued training consistent with the Michigan Continuing
Judicial Education (MCJE) rules, and is encouraged to attend training that informs the
position and current skillset. Training opportunities are provided by the Michigan
Judicial Institute (MJI), under MCL 600.1019.

3. Judicial Service. It is not practicable for judges serving in the Family Division to
serve full time. The Circuit Judge has judicial responsibilities in civil and criminal
cases for the circuit in addition to family cases. The Probate Judges have judicial
responsibilities for probate court cases in the county in which they serve. The Probate
Judges will be assigned 100% of cases under the juvenile code and adoption code,
along with 100% of cases under Family Division-Miscellaneous Proceedings.

B. ASSIGNMENT OF CASES.

1. Cases involving members of the same family (aka "one family-one judge") is defined 
as "when 2 or more matters within the same jurisdiction of the family division of 
circuit court involving members of the same family are pending in the same judicial 
circuit, those matters, whenever practicable, shall be assigned to the judge to whom 
the first case was assigned" [MCL 600.1023]. The term "whenever practicable" is not 
defined in statute but generally means to the greatest extent possible to further the 
goals of the Family Court Plan described in section I(A)(l).

2. The filing official in each county shall be responsible for aligning cases with the
"one family-one judge" requirement. After hours matters, such as removals of 
children, shall be heard by the Family Court Judge.

3. Extreme Risk Protection Orders (ERPO) requests shall be assigned in accordance with 
LAO 2026-02. Any ERPO after hours requests from law enforcement shall be 
handled by the assigned on call Judge at that time as specified in Circuit Court 
Administrative Order 2024-02.

4. Case Assignment. Cases are assigned randomly, as provided for under MCR 8.111 or 
as otherwise provided in accordance with MCR 8.112(8); except for cases identified 
to be those of a family member within the jurisdiction of the Family Court.

5. Definitions.

1. For purposes of the Family Court Plan, the term "family" means people 
related by blood, marriage or adoption.

ii. For purposes of the Family Court Plan, the term "family member" means
those personally related by law or biology to one parent or the same
parents.

3 


















