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FAMILY DIVISION ESTABLISHMENT 

I. INTRODUCTION

The passage of Public Act 388 of 1996 created a mandate for trial courts: By July 1, 1997, each 

judicial circuit's chief probate judge and chief circuit judge were required to create and agree 

upon a plan outlining how their family court would operate. Thus, Public Act 388 of 1996 

created the unified family court system. Subsequently, jurisdictions were required to submit 

updated plans at a minimum of every two years. 

A. Authority

Under MCL 600.1011 (as amended by 2002 PA 682), each judicial circuit was -and is -required

to establish a family court plan (FCP or "the Plan").
• Supreme Court Administrative Order 2003-2 requires that the family court plan be

submitted for approval to the State Court Administrative Office (SCAO) for filing in

accordance with the statute and guidelines provided by the SCAO.
• The chief circuit judge and the chief probate judge must enter into an agreement

establishing how the family division will be operated in the circuit and how the services

will be coordinated.
• The Chief Judge of the Circuit Court shall have the authority to determine, with respect to

the judge(s) over whom they have supervisory authority, the duration of a judge's service

pursuant to the family court plan in furtherance of this goal.

B. Goals

The 38th Circuit Court, Family Division, includes both a Domestic Relations Section
(administered solely by the chief circuit judge), and a Juvenile Section (administered
solely by chief probate judge). The Monroe County Probate Court is also administered by
the chief probate judge. The chief circuit and chief probate judges seek to:
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