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d. All juvenile traffic cases shall be assigned by the Court's Juvenile
Intake Office to Family division judges; however, the cases shall be
handled by Juvenile Referees.

e. All adoption cases shall be assigned by the adoption department to
Family division judges; however, the cases may be handled by the
Juvenile Referees.

f. The Family division cases initiated in the County Clerk's office will
be assigned to a Family division Judge on a random basis, pursuant to
M CR 8 .111, except as set forth herein.

g. The procedure for assignment of cases, blind draw procedure, and
reassignment of cases within the family division are governed by the
court's Local Administrative Order regarding Methods for Assigning

Cases in the Family division of the Circuit Court.

5. PRIOR MATTERS
When cases or motions are filed, the clerk's office shall review the case 
inventory and court records for prior pending matters, as outlined in the 
court's Local Administrative Order regarding Method for Assigning cases 

in the Family Division of the Circuit Court.

6. CASE TYPES

a. The primary case types of the family division are AB, AC, AD, AF, 
AG, AM, AN, AO, AU, A Y, DC, DJ, DL, DM, DO, DP, DS, DZ, EE, 
EJ, EM, EP, ER, EV, EZ, ID, JA, JG, NA, NB, NC, PH, PJ, PP, PW, 
TL, UE, UF, UI, UM, UN, VF, and VP. *

b. Ancillary case types are not being used in initial case assignments; 

however, a Family division Judge may hear GM, LG, CY or DD of a 

minor. All minor guardianship petitions to open or reopen a file (filed on 
or after January 3, 2017) will be assigned to a Probate Court Judge in 

accordance with the Probate Court method of case assignment.

c. If a minor guardianship is filed and it comes to the attention of the 
probate court judge that there exists a family division case to which the 
minor guardianship is ancillary, then the probate court judge may contact 

the family division judge and together determine if the minor 
guardianship should be reassigned to the family division judge. Similarly, 
if the family division judge learns that a minor guardianship
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* FH Felony non-support cases are not included in the case assignment process as these cases are heard by 

judges assigned to the general civil/criminal jurisdiction dockets.
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for overall security of the court as required by Michigan Supreme 

Court Rule. The court has several private single and double zoom 

pods located around the courthouse. The zoom pods provide 

confidential spaces to meet with clients and/or conduct hearings via 

zoom while being accessible for in-person hearings. 

The juvenile, adoption, and PPO divisions are located on the 

ground, first, and second floors of the east wing of the courthouse. 

The ground floor has children's books and toys and ample room for 

attorneys to meet with clients. These divisions also have the same 

zoom pod and security measures and are open to the public Monday 

through Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. However, juvenile referees 

are on duty for Saturday morning preliminary hearings which are 

typically handled remotely since the pandemic. **

b. Friend of the Court (FOC)

FOC is open to the public Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m.

to 5 :00 p.m. and is staffed with deputies from the Oakland County
Sheriff's Office. The public is screened for weapons upon entry.

FOC has private single and double zoom pods located in its

building. The zoom pods provide confidential spaces to meet with

clients and/or conduct hearings via zoom while being accessible for
in-person hearings. Parents also use zoom pods to set their children

up with games and other toys leaving them with another adult while

the parent is testifying in the referee hearing room. There is a larger
office space which was converted to a play area where custody and

parenting time specialists and court clinic psychologists can

interview children.

F. RECORDS MANAGEMENT

1. CLERK OF THE COURT
The Oakland County Clerk is designated as the clerk of the court for the
family division. The Oakland County Probate Clerk shall maintain every

record created by or filed with the probate court.

2. PLAN DEVELOPMENT
The County Clerk has been afforded the opportunity to participate in

the development of plans for management of court records. Any letter

of concurrence or disagreement with the Plan authored by the County

Clerk regarding management of court records shall be submitted to the
SCAO with the submission of the Family Court Plan for approval.
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** The Oakland County Executive Office operates the County's Juvenile Detention Facility known as 

Children's Village. The court has no control over operations within Children's Village
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Sixth Judicial Circuit Court Family Division Organizational Chart

As stated on page 1 of the FCP, the Sixth Judicial Circuit has a multi-judge family division and the Chief Circuit Court Judge has selected a presiding judge as indicated on Appendix A.

As stated on page 9 and in Appendix B, the Sixth Judicial Circuit Court employs attorney domestic referees in accordance with MCR 3.215 to hear motions, conduct settlement 
conferences, and provide recommended orders subject to judicial review. Each referee is assigned to a family division judge or a specialized docket and has a team of support staff 
including family counselors, case, custody, account, support, and interstate specialists dedicated to answer questions and provide ADR (as necessary) to litigants as referenced in MCL 
600.1043. Pursuant to MCR 3.913, the court employs attorney juvenile referees to conduct preliminary inquiry to preside over hearings and to make recommended findings and 
conclusions.

Under the direction and supervision of the Deputy Court Administrator the court also employs juvenile caseworkers for pre and post juvenile court petitions. Pre-petition caseworkers 
who are assigned to Youth Assistance are partnered with local municipalities and school districts to provide assessments and to recommend referrals to children and families who may be 
at risk for future court involvment. Post-petition caseworkers provide investigation and recommendations to juvenile attorney referees and judges for youth programming and services 
who are subject to court involvement whether on a formal or on an informal diversionary court docket. 

All judicial staff under the direction of the Chief Circuit Court Judge and Presiding Judge of Family assist in the overall case workflow and case management services advancing the goals 
of the family court plan of providing consistent judicial resources and expertise for efficient court operations and predictable outcomes for families within Oakland County.
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