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FAMILY DIVISION ESTABLISHMENT 

I. INTRODUCTION

A. Authority. Pursuant to MCL 600.1011, as amended by 2002 PA 682, each judicial
circuit is required to establish a family court plan (PCP or ''the Plan"). Supreme
Court Administrative Order 2003-2 requires the family court plan to be submitted
for approval to the State Court Administrative Office (SCAO) for filing in
accordance with the statute and guidelines provided by the SCAO. The chief
circuit judge and the chief probate judge shall enter into an agreement establishing
how the family division will be operated in the circuit and how the services will
be coordinated. The chief judge of the circuit court has the authority to determine
the duration of a judge's service pursuant to the family court plan in furtherance
of this goal. This court has a multi-judge family division and the chief circuit
judge has elected to also serve as the presiding judge over the Family Division.
See Appendix A for further detail.

B. Goals. It is the goal of the judges of the Family Division to assign cases in
accordance with expertise while ensuring an equitable distribution of workload,
maximizing scheduling efficiency and promoting the requirements ofMCL
600.1023. The goal is further supported by the Court's Case Assignment Order
LAO.

C. Operation. This FCP supersedes prior plans that have been approved for the
operation of the family division. This Plan will be reviewed and revised as
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