
STATE OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE COUNTIES OF ALCONA, ARENAC, IOSCO AND OSCODA 

LOCAL ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER 

Circuit Court Joint Local Administratwe Order 2025-02J

Probate Court Joint Local Administrative Order P01 2025-01J; P06 2025-01J; P35 2025-01J; P68 

2025-01J

Rescinds Circuit Court Joint Local Administrative Order C23 2017-03J 

Rescinds Probate Court Joint Local Administrative Orders POl 2017-02J, P06 2017-02J, P35 

2017-02J, P68 2017-02J 

FAMILY DIVISION ESTABLISHMENT 
I. INTRODUCTION

A. Authority. Pursuant to MCL 600.1011, as amended by 2002 PA 682, each judicial circuit is

required to establish a family court plan (FCP or "the Plan"). Supreme Court Administrative

Order 2003·2 requires the family court plan to be submitted for approval to the State Court

Administrative Office (SCAO) for filing in accordance with the statute and guidelines provided by

the SCAO. The chief circuit judge and the chief probate judge shall enter into an agreement

establishing how the family division will be operated in the circuit and how the services will be

coordinated. The chief judge of the circuit court has the authority to determine the duration of a

judge's service pursuant to the family court plan in furtherance of this goal. This court has a

multi-judge family division and the chief judge has selected a presiding judge to serve in that

capacity. See Appendix A for further detail.

8. Goals. The goal(s) of this FCP are described below.

• Have at least one judge available in each county with the authority to act on any matter

not specifically excluded by 2012 PA 338;

• Reduce travel among the counties by those judges elected in a four county area in order

to increase time available to provide judicial services;

• Ensure daily access to a judge by litigants for emergency matters such as PPOs, bench

warrant arraignments, and ex pa rte orders.

• Enable judges to be familiar with family dynamics and where appropriate apply evidence

based social science principles across jurisdictions.

• Use case assignment where appropriate to implement the 'one judge, one family'

concept.

• Authorize district judges to take felony pleas as provided by MCR 6.111.

• Appoint a single trial Court Administrator for all the courts in each county, with the

authority to consolidate staff, programs, and services, including jury administration,

collections, budgeting, and technology. These consolidations ultimately will result in

savings to the funding unit and the tax paying citizens of each county.

• Coordinate court schedules to assist in better docket management.

C. Operation. This FCP supersedes prior plans that have been approved for the operation of the

family division. This Plan will be reviewed and revised as necessary including when family division judicial

assignments change, and at least every 2 years, by the chief circuit and chief probate judges to ensure
























































































