
 51 st Circuit Court Local Administrative Order: 2025-02J

Oceana County Probate Court Local Administrative Order:  2025-01J

Mason County Probate Court Local Administrative Order: 2025-01J

FAMILY COURT PLAN 

This Local Administrative Order, once approved, rescinds: 

51st Circuit Court Local Administrative Order: 2022-16J 
P64 Oceana County Probate Court Local Administrative Order: 2022-12J 
P53 Mason County Courts Local Administrative Order: 2022-02J 

FAMILY DIVISION ESTABLISHMENT 

I. INTRODUCTION

The 51st Judicial Circuit Court is comprised of Mason and Oceana Counties, 
and one circuit judge serves this circuit. Mason and Oceana Counties each 
have one probate judge and these judges have been part of the family division. 

A. Authority. Pursuant to MCL 600.1011, as amended by 2002 PA 682, each

judicial circuit is required to establish a family court plan (FCP or "the
Plan"). Supreme Court Administrative Order 2003-2 requires the family
court plan to be submitted for approval to the State Court Administrative
Office (SCAO) for filing in accordance with the statute and guidelines
provided by the SCAO. The chief circuit judge and the probate judge for
each county shall enter into an agreement establishing how the family
division will be operated in the circuit and how the services will be
coordinated. The chief judge of the circuit court has the authority to

determine the duration of a judge's service pursuant to the family court plan
in furtherance of this goal.

B. Goals. The goal(s) of this FCP are as follows:
1. Developing Subject Matter Expertise for Judges and Staff.
2. Promoting Consistency and Predictability for Families.
3. Improving Efficiency and Timeliness.

C. Operation. This FCP supersedes prior plans that have been approved for
the operation of the family division. This Plan will be reviewed and revised
as necessary, including when family division judicial assignments change,
and at least every 2 years, by the chief circuit and probate judges for each
county to ensure that the Plan meets the statutory requirements and
complies with the Family Court Plan Requirements and Guidelines
provided by the SCAO.




















